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CLEAN WATER ACTION

February 6, 2006

Mr. PaulMarshall
~lJJP EISIEIR Comments
State of California Department of Resources, Bay Delta. Office
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, California, 95814
Faxed to: (916) 653-6077
E-mail: sdipcomments@water.ca.gov

FEB0 7 2006

D615~

Re: Comments on South Delta Improvements Program Environmental Impact StatementJEnvironment Impact
Report EISIR

Dear Mr. Marshall:

CleanWaterActionis a nationalorganizationthat advocatesfor clean,safe and affordabledrinkingwater. In
California,ClcanWaterActionholdsa seat on the DrinkingWaterSubcommitteeof the CALFEDBay-Delta
PublicAdvisoryCommittee.Ourorganization'sprincipleconcernin this documentis i~ analysisof drinking
water quality. h. written,this docwnentfails to adequatelyassessthe iz:npacton drinkingwater supplies,
qualityandreliabilityfor allDelta drinkingwater users. We requestthat the EIRIETSbe amendedto supplythis
infonnation.

Proiect ObiecLives
Page ES-l of this document states "This Draft EIS/EIR is designed to be fully consistent with CALFED's
overall goals ofwater supply relia.bility,water quality, ecosystem restoration, and levee system integrity."
Viewed nom a water quality standpoint, this does not appear 10be a true statement. The very limited objectives
of this project fail to address CALFED's overall goals, particularly the CALFED general target of
"continuously improving Delta water quality for all uses" and the specific target of "providing safe, reliable,
and affordable drinking water in a cost-effective way". This project addresses only agricultural water quality,
only in the south Delta, and, in fact, results in reduced drinking water quality for virtually every constituent at
most intakes. As described, this project is not consistent ,,-ith the water qualily goals oftbe CALFED Record of
Decision (ROD).

Water Ouality Impacts
The CALFED ROD sets targets at dri11lcingwater intakes in the Delta for bromide, chloride, total organic
carbon,nitrate, total dissolvedsolids,and turbidity. This documentfails to assesstheimpactofthisprojecton
these specificnumerictargets. For instance,this analysismeasureselectricalconductivityrather than
individualchlorideor bromideconcentrations. Sincethese constituentsarc regulatedseparatelyas drinking
watercontaminan.tsand disinfectantby-productprecursors,they:mustto be evaluatedseparately. Additionally,
a determinationis made thata 5% decreasein each of the selectedwater qualityindicatorsis an insignificant
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impact. If thesetargets are not currentlybeing met, any increase in their concentrationat drinkingwater
intakesmust be considereda cumulativeimpact. A more appropriateanalysisshouldmeasure the abilityto
achievethesetargets at anydrinlcingwater intakes,both with and without thisproject.

The detenninationthat largervariancesin water qualityare not significantbecause they are limited in duration
is not appropriate- or at least bas not been adequatelyjustified. Additional analysisshouldbe perfol1Iledto
detennine the impacton ?yatersupply,qualityand reliabilityof those increasedlevels. What impactwill these
varianceshave on the abilityof the intakes to operateon their CUlTentschedule? Sinceimprovedwater supp]y
reliabilityis an objectiveof this project, a reductionin the abilityof any of these intakes to pump water ftom the
Deltamust be considereda significantimpact.

The DSM2modelsuses data through2001. That means it has 1imiteddata coveringthe cumntlevels of Delta
exports,which have increasedsince2000. What level of pumping is assumedin the No ProjectA1temative?
We suggesteithera No Project or an EnvironmentallySuperiorAlternativethat looks at pre-2oo0pumping
levels,and anotheralternativethat modelsthe currentpumpingregime.

The assumptionthat a decreasein water qualityat the intakes can be offset through treatment is not
substantiatedin this document. ThePhase 2 DisinfectantsandDisinfectionByproductsRule, whichwas
mandatedby Congressin the 1996Safe DrinkingWaterAct waspublished on January4,2006. While the
numericalstandardsfor disinfectantby-productsandbromide are unchanged,U.S. EPA has mandatedmore
stringentmonitoringandmore limited averagingfor their presencein drinkingwater distributionsystem.This
rule was publishedin draft fonn in 2003, so this informationwas availablein the preparationof this document.
The assumptionthat everywater systemusing Delta supplycan absorbmcreasesin salinity,dissolvedsolids
and organiccarbonand still complywith this rulemust be substantiated.

The EquivalentLevelof PublicHcalth PrOtection(ELPH)staled in the CALFEDROD looks at waysto achieve
the CALFEDwaterqualitytargetsthrough othermeans than water quality improvementsin the delta. It docs
not assumethat reductionsin water qualitycan be offsetby additionaltreatment in the distributionsystem. In
fact, the fewELPHplans completedto date rely on mamtainingthe currentqualityof Delta sourcewater to
maintainwater qualitystandards.

The documentdoes110tassume anywaterqualitychangesdue to climate change,eventhough salinityis a
major focus of the water qualitydiscussion. Whilemnch is unknownabout climate change,even consc.rvative
projectionsshowa sea 1evelrise, which",ill at minimum increasebromidelevels at drinkingwater intakes.This
is a foreseeabledevelopmentthat, underCEQAand NEPA, must be evaluated.

Thankyou for the opportunityto reviewand commenton this document.

Sincerely,
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